Study Skills

Summarising
In your studying you have a lot to learn. If you are sitting staring at big paragraphs of information or lengthy descriptions of processes, you will probably struggle to learn them.

To make this easier, it is a good idea to summarise the information in front of you. 



Having cut down 180 words to 41, it is easier to understand, learn and memorise (you could even create a mnemonic).

Technique:

1. Read the information

2. Underline or highlight key phrases

3. As you read through the passage again, jot down the key ideas using signs, symbols, abbreviations and your own words
THIS CAN BE USED FOR ANY AND ALL SUBJECTS.
Example of summarising

Above is an explanation of how to make the perfect cup of tea. It has taken the writer almost 160 words to explain the process. Read through the paragraph, underline what you think are the key phrases and write out your summary of the Perfect Tea Making.

Lord Of The Flies  - Notes 


In this first chapter, Golding establishes the parameters within which this civilization functions. To begin with, it is populated solely with boys—the group of young English schoolboys shot down over the tropical island where the novel takes place. The fact that the characters are only boys is significant: the young boys are only half formed, perched between civilization and savagery and thus embodying the novel’s central conflict. Throughout the novel, Golding’s foundation is the idea that moral and societal constraints are learned rather than innate—that the human tendency to obey rules, behave peacefully, and follow orders is imposed by a system that is not in itself a fundamental part of human nature. Young boys are a fitting illustration of this premise, for they live in a constant state of tension with regard to the rules and regulations they are expected to follow. Left to their own devices, they often behave with instinctive cruelty and violence. In this regard, the civilization established in Lord of the Flies—a product of preadolescent boys’ social instincts—seems endangered from the beginning.





Summary of Lord of The Flies notes


1st chapter – sets boundaries - Island


Only the boys there – half formed (not adults) – not civilised, not savage = central concern


Golding says: humans don’t obey rules naturally – society makes them


Young boys behave cruelly and violently








How to Make the Perfect Cup of Tea





In order to make the perfect cup of tea, it is essential that you use a good quality loose leaf or bagged tea. As well as the quality of the tea leaf itself, it is also key that it be stored in an air-tight container at room temperature. You should never re-boil water in the kettle and you should always use freshly drawn boiling water. In order to draw the best flavour out of the tea the water must contain oxygen; this is reduced if the water is boiled more than once. The amount of tea used is also very important and you must measure the tea carefully. A good rule of thumb is to use one tea bag or one rounded teaspoon of loose tea for each cup to be served. Allow the tea to brew in the teapot for the recommended time before pouring. Only one the tea is poured should you then add the milk.








Once you have summarised the passage, try covering the original and use your notes to create a new paragraph in your own words.





Once you can do this, try it without any notes.





How to Make the Perfect Cup of Tea – Summary











